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Serving the Western US Since 1946

Jay Stephens Promoted to President & 
CEO of Teeco Products

Teeco is excited to announce the promotion 
of Jay Stephens as President and CEO. Jay 
has been with Teeco since 2007, serving as 
Manager of Fabrication Services, Operations 
Manager, and most recently as Teeco’s Vice 
President & General Manager. 

He has been in the industry since he was 17 years old. (We won’t 
say how long ago that was.) His wife, Susan, has also been in the 
industry for most of her adult life, as have several family members 
on both sides. 

Get to know Jay better by reading his message on page 2, and 
please join us in congratulating Jay on this well-earned adventure 
and challenge!

PROGRAMS!

2019

Many industry associations, along with some manufacturers, offer 
rebate programs to help offset the cost of installing propane equip-
ment. Programs are newly funded for 2019, so be sure to take ad-
vantage of these opportunities. 
Teeco has compiled a list of rebate programs for the new year on 
our website. Simply go to: www.teecoproducts.com and click on LP 
Gas Industry at the top of our home page. You’ll find links to local 
propane associations and the rebate programs they offer.

Teeco Products is Your Authorized RegO Distributor 
for the Western United States 

Proudly Representing the RegO Line
Teeco’s outstanding relationship with RegO ensures that we have a 
wide variety of RegO products in stock.

Teeco Offers Free Training on RegO Products
RegO has created an extensive training program. Your Teeco Re-
gional Sales Manager can provide Free Classes for you and your 
employees, often at your location. Contact your local Teeco Repre-
sentative for details and scheduling.

Products you can rely on from RegO. Service you can 
count on from Teeco.
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Well it looks like Bob has left some very 
large shoes to fill – literally and figurative-
ly.  Hopefully I’m up for the task.  Many of 
you already know me from my 12 years at 
Teeco as the Shop Manager and General 
Manager.  All during this time, Bob has 
been my mentor – guiding me along.  With 
all the experienced veterans Teeco has, I 
have no doubt we will continue striving 
for excellence and top notch customer 
service.  We hope to keep Bob around to 
consult with and also to continue some 
Dispenser Training classes throughout the 
western half of the U.S.  

Just for a little additional background on 
me and my family – The Stephens-Rog-
ers-Guinn families have propane history 
going back to 1956 when my grandfather, 
Milward ‘Bud’ Rogers hired a 17-year-old 
kid named James Stephens in the ware-
house at California Liquid Gas.  He also 
hired my future Father-in-law, Porter Guinn 
to work on propane transports as a diesel 
mechanic.  Through the decades, other 

family members climbed on board – Bob 
Rogers, Connie Guinn, Porter Guinn and 
my future wife Susan Guinn.  I came to 
work to work at Cal Gas in 1979 and spent 
the next 27 years in warehousing and Cal 
Gas/AmeriGas retail stores before coming 
to Teeco.

I look forward to providing all your propane 
equipment, engineering and construction 
services in the coming years.  Feel free 
to contact or visit me at the Sacramento 
location or cell phone anytime.  Yes, my 
wife lets me answer on weekends and 
after hours – she has that propane run-
ning through her veins as well.  As always, 
Teeco has an Open Door and Open Mind 
policy.  If you need something we don’t 
currently provide – give us a call so we 
can see if we can help each other out.

Jay’s Corner
By Jay Stephens
President and CEO
Teeco Products, Inc.

Jay Stephens

To Receive your copy of Teeco Topics via email, please send your request to info@teecoproducts.com 

TEECO Topics is published four times yearly by TEECO 
Products, Inc. as a service to our customers. 3,000 

copies are distributed to customers and selected LPG 
industry leaders.

President & CEO
Jay Stephens

Vice President of Administration & CFO
Gary Childress

Marketing Manager 
Mary Clements

Regional Sales Manager, Central/Southern 
California, Nevada and Arizona

Dave Cox

Operations Manager, Sacramento, CA
Mike Cooper

Regional Sales Manager, Pacific Northwest/ 
Northern California

Dave Drimmel

Operations Manager, Auburn, WA
Charles Banks

Regional Sales Manager, Rocky Mountains
Dana Hall

Operations Manager, Rapid City, SD
Dean Travis

Fabrication Manager 
Randy Rothschiller

Engineering & Construction  
Manager 

Paul Connelly

TEECO Corporate Headquarters
16881 Armstrong Avenue

Irvine, CA 92606
800-854-3463

or 949-261-6295
FAX 888-854-3463
or 949-474-8663

Sales and Service
TEECO Sacramento, CA Superstore
Sales, Fabrication, Engineering & Construction 

7471 Reese Road
Sacramento, CA 95828

800-225-6621 or 916-688-3535
FAX: 888-225-6621 or 916-689-1219

TEECO Rapid City, SD
414 E. Blvd. N.

Rapid City, SD 57701
800-843-8660 or 605-342-2802

FAX 888-843-8660 or 605-342-4942

TEECO Auburn, WA
1601 Pike Street N.W.

Auburn, WA 98001
800-426-9456 or 253-735-0222

FAX 888-426-9456 or 253-735-1008

Website: www.teecoproducts.com
Email: info@teecoproducts.com

Now through May 31, 2019, Purchase 24 Gallons or more 
of Sumter Paint and Receive Special Pricing. AND Receive 
FREE FREIGHT When You Purchase 48 Gallons of More!

Low VOC Paint

Now Available!

Less Environmental 

Impact!

For customers with contracted pricing, pricing is deferred to contract.



Page 3

Dave Chaney
It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Dave 
Chaney, a loyal Teeco employ-
ee of 16 plus years, at the 
age of 51.

Dave worked in Teeco’s 
fabrication division, build-
ing dispensers, performing 
inspections on bobtails and 
propane transports, as well 
as making any repairs that 
were needed on these units. One of the areas that he excelled 
in was welding; he was a highly talented welder.

Dave also could fabricate just about anything. Supply him with 
the metal, and an idea of what you wanted and he would make 
it happen. He was also highly skilled in the area of harnessing  
and moving heavy loads.

Dave was well known at Teeco for 
his big booming laughter, as well as 
his enormous physical strength. In 
his free time, he enjoyed road trips, 
shooting, and fishing.

He is survived by his mother Patricia, 
daughter Mary Ann, brothers Dan and 
Christopher and his lifelong friend Will.

Our Losses...
Jim Stephens
It is with great sadness that we an-
nounce the passing of our friend and 
colleague Jim Stephens, at the age of 
80 on August 24, 2018.

Jim was well known and highly regard-
ed in our industry, especially for his 
incredibly vast product knowledge. His 
time in the industry spanned five dec-
ades; from 1956 to 1998 with Cal Gas, 
which would later become AmeriGas. 
As a purchasing manager, Jim worked 
long hours and was outstanding at his job.

Jim was preceded in death by Joan, his loving wife of 61 years. He 
is survived by three children; Jay, Jeff, and Jill; daughter-in-law Sue, 
grandson Joel and his wife Amanda, granddaughter Katy, and great 
granddaughters Emily and Aubrey.

Jim enjoyed traveling in his motor home, and along with Joan par-
ticipated in many square dancing events 
throughout California. He was also pas-
sionate about the game of golf, and in-
deed was a very fine golfer.

In his post retirement years, Jim would 
often help out at Teeco Products in Sac-
ramento, and was part of the Teeco fam-
ily. We will all miss his office visits, in-
sights, and the great stories he could tell.

Rinnai Partners With Folds of Honor to Help Military Families

Rinnai America Corporation has formed a partnership with Folds 
of Honor, a nonprofit organization founded by Major Dan Rooney, a 
fighter pilot with the Air Force Reserves, that will fund trade school 
scholarships for the families and children of fallen or disabled mili-
tary service members. 

For every Rinnai Tankless Water Heater or Boiler sold in 2019, Rin-
nai will make a contribution to Folds of Honor to fund trade school 
scholarships. Rinnai has guaranteed a commitment to fund 50 
scholarships for a total of $250,000 to support our military families, 
while at the same time helping to address the skilled labor shortage 
that the industry faces.

If you would like to contribute to Folds of Honor, an online donation 
site is available on www.rinnai.us/folds-of-honor. Any contribution 
is appreciated and no amount is too small. You’ll also find stories of 
Folds of Honor scholarship recipients.

You can visit the Folds of Honor website at www.foldsofhonor.org. 
Thank you for supporting our military families and our industry.
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Teeco’s Online Ordering System
Have you visited www.teecoproducts.com lately? Discover the 
numerous benefits to using our Online System: 

Simple to use - Set up is easy. All 
you need is a Teeco Account Number 
and an email address. Once you’re 
set up, simply access your account 
using your email address and your 
password.

Shop your way - You can easily customize (and expedite!) your 
shopping experience by creating Favorites Lists and utilizing our 
Quick Order Pad.

Find information in a snap - Whether you’re online to order or to 
browse, you can retrieve useful information on your Teeco account 
such as order history, orders in process, open invoices and more. 
And best of all, it’s available 24/7! 

Free Freight on online orders of $975 or more - A quick and 
easy way to save money on freight! (Some restrictions apply, so 
see our website for details.)

If you’re new to online ordering, call your Teeco representative or 
your local Teeco office and we’ll be happy to give you a hand.

Do You or Your Employees Need Product Training?
FREE Teeco Tailgate Training Sessions 

Teeco’s Regional Sales Managers are equipped to train you and 
your team on a wide array of propane equipment. They can pro-
vide FREE onsite training in your training room, at the tailgate of 
your truck, or wherever it’s most convenient for you.

Some of the most requested topics are RegO Regulators, Filler 
Valves & Service Valves; Smith Pumps; Corken Pumps; Con-Stab 
Fittings and MESA Cathodic Protection. However classes can of-
ten be tailored to suit your company’s specific training needs.

Contact your Teeco Representative for more information, or to 
schedule a free training session.

Did You Know...?
Last year, Teeco provided 19 training sessions for 92 industry 
professionals on 13 different subjects. 

We recognize the importance of training today’s industry members, 
and in preparing them to lead the next generation. That’s why edu-
cation was the main focus at Teeco’s Open House in September , 
which included 2 days of intensive training from 6 different product 
manufacturers covering product installation, maintenance, trouble-
shooting and repair. 

Teeco’s Regional Sales Managers also provide training throughout 
the year as they visit our customers. These sessions cover a variety 
of topics and can involve one person or an entire crew. No group is 
too small or too large!

Are you receiving Teeco Topics via email?
Our e-mail version arrives faster than the printed version, and  
contains links to additional information.

Send a note to info@teecoproducts.com with your email address 
and the email address of anyone in your company who would like 
to receive Teeco Topics. 

Please include your mailing address in 
your request if you’d like to discontinue 
your printed version of Teeco Topics (and 
save paper!). 

Thanks for reading!

The Teeco Catalog Is Available Online!
You can access Teeco’s full catalog on-
line by going to: 
www.teecoproducts.com and click-
ing on Literature, then Teeco Products 
Catalog. You can browse online or 
download the full catalog - or just the 
section(s) you need. Then login to your 
online account to place orders or see 
your pricing. 

It’s Our Middle Name

T AR I N NI G
Enhancements for the Z4200 Truck Pump
CORKEN has enhanced the performance of the Z4200 truck pump, 
improving the reliability and performance of 
the seal assembly, vanes, and vane drivers.
•	 Improved Vane Design: The leading 

edge of the vane has 2X the thickness, 
extending the vane life and improving 
durability.

•	 New Material for Vane Drivers: 60% 
stronger and lasts longer in high RPM 
applications. Increased water resistance and durability.

•	 Silicon Carbide Seal Seat: Maximizes sealing performance 
and requires less maintenance.



Red Seal Measurement’s 
Jeff Kiser (right) and Chris 
Bowers (left) came to Teeco’s 
Sacramento location to present 
Bob Bailey with a special 
retirement gift in appreciation 
for his friendship and his years 
of service to the industry.

Bob, the Full Circle Swivel Fairy

On February 21st, we threw an intimate party for Bob Bai-
ley in honor of his 44 years in the Propane Industry and to 
celebrate his next journey into retirement. 
Several people came forward to tell stories, poke  some fun 
and share their admiration for Bob. He truly has been a gift 
to this industry and to everyone who has had the pleasure 
of working with him.
His contributions are numerous and it was clear to eve-
ryone that he genuinely cares about the industry and the 
people in it.
It’s hard to put into words what Bob has meant to all of us 
at Teeco. Besides being an amazing leader, he’s taken us on 
memorable hikes, told us funny jokes, let us make him into 
the Swivel Fairy... and SO much more. 
Bob, we will miss you more than you know.

Bob Bailey

For more photos of Bob’s Retirement Festivities, visit Teeco’s Facebook page.
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Check Out New Smith Pump Videos on 
Teeco’s YouTube Channel!

Our friends at Smith Pumps have come out with a series of new 
informational and repair videos, and you can find them on Teeco’s 
YouTube channel! 

... and more.

To view these and other educational videos on the products we 
carry, go to www.youtube.com and type Teeco Products in the 
search bar. Happy Learning!

That’s right! Teeco’s Auburn, Washington location now stocks 
American Standard Cylinder Cabinets. They’re available as-
sembled or unassembled and can be shipped to you or picked 
up from our Warehouse.

Propane Cylinder Cabinets

Now Available at Teeco’s Auburn, WA Branch!

American Standard Cylinder Cabinets come in various configurations, 
in both aluminum and steel, and are Made in the USA. 

For Added Security
Don’t forget your A-LOCK SHROUD 
Lock Cover (for aluminum cabinets only)

Also In Stock at Teeco’s 
Sacramento & Irvine, California Locations!

The Western Propane Convention is quickly approaching, and we’re 
looking forward to seeing all of you in Teeco Row! This year’s dates 
are Wednesday, May 15 – Friday, May 17th. See you in Reno!

Silent Auction
Every donation and every bid counts! Last year’s Silent Auction 
held during the convention was able to raise a whopping $20,000 for 
the WPERC Scholarship Fund! Let’s keep the momentum going and 
continue to support this program generously!
For more information on the Western Propane Convention or to do-
nate to the Silent Auction, please contact the WPGA: 916-447-9742
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Roy Hild is the founder of Hild Propane in North Platte, NE. 
To say he’s a hard worker would be an understatement. He 
recently retired at the age of 97. 

After graduating from high school, Roy was drafted to fight 
in WWII. He flew B-29 bombers over Japan, participating in 
countless combat missions. He also flew a B-17G, the final 
model of the B-17. It was known as the Flying Fortress, hold-
ing 10 men and 13 guns. Before the end of the war, Roy was 
able to get a 3-day leave to marry his sweetheart, Lily.

His last mission in the B-29 was on August 8, 1945, one 
day before another B-29, nicknamed “Bockscar” dropped the 
atomic bomb on Nagasaki. Hild and his crew had no idea that 
Nagasaki would be hit, due to the secrecy of the mission. 

Many years after the war, Hild had the opportunity to fly in a 
restored B17-G, this time as a passenger, when it was brought 
to North Platte for tours. His visit with the old plane was fea-
tured in a local newspaper article. 

After the war ended, Roy settled down with his wife, Lily, in 
North Platte and they had two sons, Kurt and Kent. 

In 1946, he began working for Pearson’s Appliance in North 
Platte and stayed there for nine years as the service manager. 
Then in 1955, he began working for himself as a repairman 
specializing in heating and air conditioning. 

In 1962, Roy joined with Jerry Cohen and the two of them 
formed the Cohen-Hild LP Gas Co. Lily helped with bookkeep-
ing in their home office. Roy bought out his partner in 1975, 
and his son Kent joined the company in 1981. In 1991, the 
company moved to a new location near Jeffers Street in North 
Platte, where it remains today.

They still worked long hours, at times beginning at 8am pre-
paring monthly billings, and not finishing until midnight. But 
Roy and Lily enjoyed working together. 

Lily admires her husband’s truthfulness and his morals. Also 
an incredibly hard worker, Lily was still working for Hild Pro-
pane part time at the age of 89.

The couple is happy with their life. “North Platte has been 
very good to us. And the Lord has blessed me beyond belief.” 
says Hild. He worked at his company until he retired, repair-
ing propane appliances and filling tanks, even in the coldest 
winter weather. He would get up at 6:30 each morning, enjoy 
a breakfast of cinnamon toast, strong coffee and orange juice 
and head to work. He credited this routine with keeping him 
in good shape.

Hild Propane is now run by Roy and Lily’s son, Kent. Our hats 
go off to this inspirational family-owned propane business! 

Customer Spotlight:
Hild Propane

Photos of Roy and Lily Hild from articles in local publications

Hild Propane in North Platte, NE

Article in the local paper about Roy Hild and Hild Propane

Article in local newspaper about Hild’s 
post-war flight in a restored B17-G 

Water heater Roy Hild installed 
that’s been in service for 60 years
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What Is This Product?

Answer to last “What Is This Product?”

Guess the name or part # of this product - or 
how it’s used - and we’ll send you a small thank 
you gift. 

Email your answer to: 
info@teecoproducts.com, 
Fax to: 949-474-8663, Attn: Marketing Dept. or
Mail to :  TEECO Products, Inc.
  Attn: Marketing Dept.
  16881 Armstrong Avenue  
  Irvine, CA 92606                    

Looking For A Great Source of 
Product Training Videos?

Teeco’s YouTube channel contains over 40 instructional vid-
eos, and counting! All feature the high quality propane equip-
ment that we’re proud to distribute. These videos can be 
a great supplement to your safety meetings and employee 
training programs. 

Subscribe to our channel to be notified whenever new videos 
are added. To find us, go to www.youtube.com, and enter 
Teeco Products in the search bar. Happy Learning! 

Winter 2019 Answer:
Item #CV-1 
Cylinder Vise 

Catalog page H4

Item #P100 
Sensit Personal 

Single Gas Monitor 
Catalog page H2

The product shown in the latest edition of your news-
letter is a “fart sniffer”. Combustible gas detectors are 
used to detect propane gas leaks.
 - Ericia Ocampo, Superior Propane

This is a remote wasp controller. Every bobtail driver 
should carry one when making summer deliveries. 
When he approaches a tank suspected of having a 
great big wasp nest under the lid he simply presses 
the button and it emits a special signal to make the 
wasps stay on the nest until he finishes filling the tank. 
 - Erik Bayer, K-Gas Propane


