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Serving the Western US Since 1946

Chuck Valverde
April 27, 1928 – September 17, 2022

We are saddened to share the passing of Teeco Family member, 
Chuck Valverde. Chuck has been a part of Teeco for as long as 
any of us can remember, as the father of Tom Valverde, retired 
Operations Manager of our Sacramento, CA branch; and as grand-
father of Steven Valverde, Teeco’s Purchasing & Pricing Manager. 
Years ago, Chuck also worked at our Sacramento location, building 
RHA’s (Regulator Hose Assemblies) and running circles around his 
younger counterparts. 

Born on April 27, 1928 to his parents Pedro and Rosario Blanco, 
he was one of 10 brothers and sisters. He had a strong love for 
his family, and was always there for them. He was married to the 
love of his life, Angie, for 73 years. Spending time with his family, 
especially his grandkids and great-grandkids is what made him feel 
most alive!

Chuck served in both the US Navy and the US Marines, achieving 
the rank of Staff Sergeant. He then spent 18 years as a barber and 
20 years with the US Postal Service. He had a lifelong commitment 
to his faith in God, family, friends, education, service to his country 
and his community, and compassion for others. He spent many 
years coaching baseball for youth sports.

Anyone who knows Chuck will remember his bright, warm smile. 
He left a lasting impression on everyone he met, and he will be 
dearly missed by his loving family and friends.

Smith Pumps will now be 
affixing labels to their E-Series 
Pumps with the QR code 
below leading directly to their 
YouTube channel for pump repair and maintenance videos.   

Scan now to see all of Smith’s E-Series 
Pump videos on YouTube. 

Current videos include: 

•	 Replacing a Mechanical Shaft Seal Assembly in a Smith 
E-series Pump

•	 Instructions for Gear, Bypass Valve, and Strainer Screen 
Replacement in a Smith E-series Pump

•	 Bypass Relief Valve Options for a Smith 
E-series Pump

Subscribe to their channel and watch for 
additional videos to be added in the future. 
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Happy Holidays from those of us at Teeco 
Products. With Halloween and Thanksgiv-
ing in the past; we only need to survive 
Christmas and New Year’s celebrations. 
They (whoever they are) say to avoid three 
things during get-togethers – politics, reli-
gion and weather…huh? Here’s my list…
Politics – what a mess. You’re always go-
ing to have that one aunt or uncle you’re 
going to end up wanting to fight in the 
front yard or starting a food fight. Save the 
food and energy by just waiting until the 
next holiday. Heck if Aunt Matilda makes 
lousy mashed potatoes, I say let it fly.
School or your career – Someone is al-
ways going to ‘one up’ whatever you have 
going on. Ignorance is bliss and no an-
swer will drive the ‘Narcissist’ in the fam-
ily crazy. Plus, you getting a gold medal 
for your ‘Keg Stand’ is nobody’s business.
Social Life/Status - Look, they’re just 
trying enjoy a gathering here. They’ll 
get married/have kids when they get to 
it, okay? Don’t place any bets on them, 

either. That’s just 
rude. (Behind their 
backs is another 
story, though.)
Religion – tough subject, but sane logical 
discussions are ok, and pretty interesting.
Finance – Stay away, especially if you have 
several different relatives that all work in 
finance or something to do with money. 
You’ll end up with five different pieces of 
advice on what to do with that nickel you 
found on the sidewalk. Plus, they just lost 
a bunch on Bitcoin!
When all else fails, bring out the alcohol-
related games or start Beer Pong.  What 
could possibly go wrong?
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Outside the Box
With Jay Stephens
President and CEO
Teeco Products, Inc.

Jay Stephens

Words to live by – 
 “Learn from the mistakes of others. 
You can’t live long enough to make 
them all yourselves.” 

- Chanakya, Teacher

Teeco Welcomes Tim Smith
Tim Smith joined Teeco in October as our Regional Sales Man-
ager for the Four Corners; Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah.
His roughly 33 years in the industry have given him a strong 
foundation of knowledge and experience. He worked as a Service Tech and a Driver for 
Van Gas, which later became Suburban and for JS West. He also worked for AmeriGas 
as a Service Tech and Manager, and for Campora as a Manager out of Nevada.
When asked about his favorite aspect of the propane industry, Tim said “The people.” 
He said he’s had the chance to meet a lot of great industry members over the years, and 
always looks forward to seeing them.
He was first introduced to Teeco when he used to order parts as both a Service Tech 
and a Manager. He says, “Teeco was the place to go.” His new position with the com-
pany takes him out on the road, sometimes driving hundreds of miles in a day. He says 
he enjoys travelling and seeing a lot of pretty country on his way to meet customers. 
Tim likes to hunt and fish in his spare time. He recently moved to Utah, and is enjoying 
the scenery. Not surprising, as he lives around an hour and a half from Bryce Canyon. 
He’s happy to be part of the Teeco Family and looks forward to meeting and doing busi-
ness with our customers in the Four Corners. Be sure to give Tim a hearty welcome 
when you see him!
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Out & 

About With

Drimmel and White Go North
In September, Dave Drimmel and Randy White flew into An-
chorage and made stops in Palmer, Homer, Juneau and An-
chorage to spend some time with our customers in Alaska. 

Mike Lorenz Takes the High Road
Or the Hi-line. During Mike’s travels visiting customers in Montana, he took a moment to snap this 
beautiful scene of the Hi-Line, the northernmost route traversing the state from east to west, near Fort 
Benton. 

Great Salesmen Think Alike
Teeco’s Veteran Sales Manager, Dave Drimmel, took Randy White 
and Gary Morse on a sales training trip to get to know some of our 
customers in the Pacific Northwest. During their travels, they stopped 
at Fort Casey on Whidbey Island. Fort Casey Historical State Park is 
home to a lighthouse from 1903 and WWII gun battery.
As they were talking one day, they looked down to find they all have 
the same taste in shoes.

Well, it’s 5 o’clock for me! I am retired after 24 great years of employment with Teeco Products, Inc.
My 36-year career in the propane business began in 1988 with Superior Propane in the Russian River 
area of Sonoma County, CA, as a service technician. Moving on to McPhail Fuel Company in Petaluma, 
CA in 1990 for ten growing years. When I started, I used a CB radio to communicate with the office, 
drivers, and other service technicians. Let me tell you… you REALLY had to be kind and watch what you 
said. The CB radio is all ears!  I then moved up to the outside sales position in residential and commer-
cial propane sales and did this rewarding job for about seven years before being recruited by Bob Bailey 
to work for Teeco Products. I interviewed with and was hired by Dwaine Goodwin and began working 
as a Regional Sales Manager for Teeco in the Pacific Northwest in January of 1999.
My wife, Julie, and I sold our home in Sonoma County and settled in Battle Ground, WA. Back then it 
was a small town of 7,500 people located north of Portland, OR and Vancouver, WA. My daughters 
were 5 and 8 years old.  We promised them a new puppy when we got settled in. They named their new black lab puppy, Molly.
My new base was the Teeco warehouse in Auburn, WA. I had about two weeks of training on the road with Gene Callahan, from the old Cal 
Gas group of salesmen. Gene asked me, “Why do you want to be a traveling salesman?” With that comment, it finally sank in.  I was now 
a traveling salesman road warrior! There were no cell phones or laptops at that time. I called the sales orders in from pay phone booths. 
Remember them?
Miles were traveled, and sales calls were made. Relationships grew, and friends were made.
As sales slowly began to grow, the job became more rewarding. The WPGA Annual Convention and Tradeshow was always a great time to 
build relationships, but also a lot of work. The list of memorable experiences goes on and on.
This has been a unique and rewarding career. After 24 years with Teeco Products it is time for my wife Julie and I to enjoy retirement. We 
want to say thank you to the Teeco Family and all our great customers and propane friends. Our new rules are Relax, Unwind, Enjoy! 
 - Dave Drimmel, Happily Retired (HR)!

A Legend Retires... Congratulations to Teeco’s Dave Drimmel!
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Teeco Open House & Golf Tournament
The Teeco Team was happy to be able to host another Open House at our Sacramento, CA location in 
October. For our customers, this was an excellent opportunity to get some free training on some of the 
best propane equipment out there and to spend some time with folks in the industry. For our team, it was 
a week of hard work – and let’s be honest, a lot of fun. 
The non-local crew flew in on Monday. The next couple days we all got together for a team meeting and 
did all the final preparations for the week’s events. We also took some time out to have fun and hang out 
together! Jay and Sue Stephens opened up their home to the Teeco Team and our Training Vendors for a 
nice dinner, and we enjoyed some friendly competition at our Teeco Teambuilding Axe Throwing contest.
Thursday morning, we were out bright and early along with our awesome trainers and customers for 
a day full of propane equipment training, along with a break in the middle for an industry appreciation 
luncheon and visits to the booths of our Open House Exhibitors. Friday morning, we headed out to Empire Ranch Golf Club in Folsom and 
enjoyed a day outside on the green.
Teeco would like to extend our sincere gratitude to all of those who participated in these events whether as exhibitors, trainers, sponsors or 
attendees. We appreciate you all and we look forward to seeing you next time!
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Field Topic
Regulator Installation Tips

•	 Ensure your inlet nozzle is tightened securely into the body. When installing a new 
regulator use two wrenches to ensure the inlet nozzle does not loosen.

•	 Install a new pigtail or hogtail when installing a new regulator.
•	 Do not use excess pipe sealant, as it can move downstream and affect regulator 

performance
•	 Install Second Stage Regulators 12-18” off the ground and/or above snow 

accumulation
•	 When regulators are not installed under a protective cover or tank lid, install 

with the vent pointed vertically downwards. This would apply even when remote 
venting a system.

•	 If seasonal temperatures periodically reach -20 F, or colder the first stage regulator 
should not be set higher than 10 PSIG. If they reach -35 F, or colder the setting 
should not be higher than 5 PSIG.

•	 Regulators must be vented at least 5 feet from the relief discharge to any source of 
ignition, or mechanical air intake, and 3 feet minimum from any building opening.

•	 When installing a regulator at a container connection, ensure the regulator is 
placed above the container connection to ensure any liquid droplets fall back into 
the container

•	 When installing regulators at an underground container connection, ensure the 
regulator is placed above the highest probable water level. In some cases, venting 
to the top of the container may be necessary ensure the bonnet cap is tight and 
vent screen is used at the outlet connection of the pipe away.

•	 When installing a 597 or 1580 series high-pressure regulator, a 3139 series 
pressure relief valve is required to provide over pressure protection downstream 
of the regulator outlet. The plug ports are only for use with a pressure gauge.

Regulator Service Tips

•	 Check the regulator vent for obstructions and properly sized. Any vent piping 
must be equal to or greater than the vent outlet

•	 Make sure the vent screen and suppressor are in place and in good working 
condition.

•	 Ensure the inlet nozzle is properly tightened.
•	 For high lock-up or creep, check the inlet nozzle and seat disc for debris. Clean or 

replace the inlet nozzle and seat disc reinstall and recheck your lock-up. Inspect 
your inlet gas line if debris is found replacement of pigtails and piping may be 
necessary.

•	 When available use a Presto-Tap® gauge for leak checks and gauge purposes. 
This will help to prevent debris from traveling into the inlet by moving the pigtail 
to add a gauge

•	 Make sure the regulator is properly selected for the BTU load and system demand. 
Reference should be made to the Performance Curve Selector on the RegO APP.

•	 Replace any regulator that has been submerged under water.

Information provided by RegO. For questions or concerns, please contact: Cody Reeves creeves@regoproducts.com.
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Product Updates from 

Tankless Water Heater Model Transitions

Condensing Tankless Water Heaters
Current SENSEI™ RUR Condensing models will be discontinued 
and replaced with the New RSC Series Condensing models with a 
Built-In Pump and Smart-Circ™ Intelligent  Recirculation™

Non-Condensing Tankless Water Heaters
Current RL and 4 of the V models will be discontinued and replaced 
with the New RE•Series™ Non-Condensing models including the 
REP models with a Built-In Pump and Smart-Circ™ Intelligent 
Recirculation™

Current 
Model

NEW Model w/Built-In Recirculation 
Pump & Smart-Circ™

Max Input 
(KBTU)

UEF

RUR199 RSC199 199 Up to 
.93RUR160 RSC160 160

All production of RE and REP models will be at the new 
Rinnai America Manufacturing facility in Griffin, GA, USA

Current 
Model

NEW RE-Series™ Replacement 
Models

Max Input 
(KBTU)

UEF

RL94

RE199 199

.82
V94

RLX94*
.82

V94Xi*

RL75
RE180 180 .82

V75

V65 RE160 160 .81

* Ultra-Low Nox

Winter Bobtail Preparation Checklist

Let us prepare your truck for the Winter season. Come to 
Teeco any time of year for Truck Inspection & Repairs

Head into winter prepared! Use Teeco’s Winter Bobtail Preparation 
Checklist and bring your trucks to Teeco for a full inspection to 
keep them in top shape for the busy season.

Teeco Products, Inc 
7471 Reese Road - Sacramento, CA  95828  Ph: 800-225-6621

Stock Up On:
New Gloves for Every Driver - Chock Blocks - Flashlights - Replace-
ment Regulators and Pigtails - 
Methanol - Methanol Injectors 
- Fire Extinguishers

Inspect & Repair:
Pumping Systems - Metering 
Systems - Piping Systems - 
Hose Reels - Hose Assemblies

Get Your Bobtail Ready for Winter

The Next Generation Teeco Saf-T-Lok
The Very Best Protection for the Lowest Possible Cost

Are you losing time and money due to non-paying customers?
Take the steps necessary to keep the contents of your tanks secure. 

One small, but important investment can 
greatly reduce your company’s exposure to loss.

Securely locks POL service valves  •  Reduces pilferage  •  
Increases security  •  Helps prevent unauthorized hookups  •  

Simple to use  •  No padlock required  •  Works exceptionally well 
at Cylinder Exchange locations

Are you currently using the #510 Saf-T-Lok? 
Consider upgrading to the Next Generation #511 on your next order. 

The 511’s design includes improved safety features 
at a significantly lower cost.

Next Generation Saf-T-Lok #511
Shown here with RegO 9101R1 

(not included)
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Who Is It?

Answer to Summer edition “What Is This Product?”

Which Teeco Family Member are we talking about? Email your answer to: 
mary@teecoproducts.com        

Looking For A Great Source For 
Product Training Videos?

Teeco’s YouTube channel contains over 40 instructional vid-
eos, and counting! All feature the high quality propane equip-
ment that we’re proud to distribute. These videos can be a 
great supplement to safety meetings and employee training 
efforts. 

Subscribe to our channel and be notified whenever new vid-
eos are added. To find us, go to www.youtube.com, and enter 
Teeco Products in the search bar. Happy Learning! 

Item #7193D-10L 
RegO Low Emission Hose End 
Adapter for DOT Cylinder Filling 

Catalog page A57

Part Number 7193D-10L- Hose End Adapters for DOT Cylinder Filling, 
1/4” MNPT X M. POL (CGA 510). I cheated using Teeco Master Catalog  
 Tim Suffolk, Smith Precision Products

This Teeco Family member ran track in high 
school (where his school mascot was a Bi-
son), and during his college days as well. 
Today, he’s a doting dad to two beautiful 
daughters. 
He’s also a Minnesota Vikings fan who enjoys 
good people and a cold beer. Who is it?

We were just looking at ordering those... The Hose End POL adapter!
 Tanya Aleshire, Superior Propane


